
8 Steps to Get Organized for a Timberland or Rural Land 

Appraisal Guide  

This 8 Step Get Organized for a Timberland or Rural Land Appraisal Guide will help 

you take the first steps in getting the appraisal process started. Before you speak with 

an appraiser there are some actions you can take to prepare yourself for the appraisal 

ahead.   

There are several reasons landowners are looking to have their land appraised:  

 Considering an Acquisition or Disposition  

 Administering an Estate   

 Financial Planning  

 Determining Resource Value  

 Mortgage/Loan Collateral  

Here are some actions you can take to better prepare yourself for an appraisal:  

Step 1: Where is the Property or Properties Located?  

This may seem like a silly question but, to an appraiser this will be the very first bit of information that they 

will be looking for. Layout each property by state, county, town or township. How are the properties defined 

and best located? Can you obtain an assessment map number, deed copy or maps?  

Step 2: Who is the Property Owner?  

Another seemingly simple question but, again needs to be considered. Is the property owned by a single 

individual or does the property have many owners? Layout each owners’ name with contact information.  

Step 3: What Traits does the Land Have?  

Each property has its own unique characteristics and during an appraisal these features will be considered. 

Perhaps it may be good at this point to visit the land and take notes.  
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Ask yourself: 

 Are there any improvements on the property? Homes, other buildings, roads, manmade ponds, 
etc.?  

 Is the property forested or what percentage of the property is forested?  

 Is the forested land primarily softwood (pine trees) or hardwood (deciduous trees)?  

 How is the property accessed?  

 Are there any significant features to consider? Water frontage, streams, mountain top, scenic 
vistas, wet areas, etc.  Or conversely, disposal sites, abandoned mines, buried tanks, oil or gas 
activity, power lines, gas lines, towers, etc.?  

Step 4: Has the Timber on the Property Been Inventoried?  

The volume of standing timber is quantified by a timber inventory. The data gathered from a timber 

inventory is used to determine the species diversity, size distribution, tree density and ultimately the 

estimated value. Consider when the last inventory may have been performed and where that information 

may be located. If your forested land has never been inventoried or perhaps the latest inventory is too old 

don’t worry! Inventories can be tailored to fit your particular needs.  

Step 5: Does the Property Currently Generate Income?  

Income on a property may come from a variety of sources. Some common sources of income may be oil, gas 

or mineral royalties, tower sites, recreational leases, etc. Do you have any lease documents, records of annual 

receipts or projections of anticipated receipts?  

Step 6: What Rights are Included or Restricted?  

Often a landowner may not own or control all of the rights commonly associated with an ownership of real 

estate.  Natural resources such as oil, gas and minerals may be leased or even owned by another party.  

Timber, development or subdivision rights may be restricted by law, conservation easements or prior 

agreements.  This information is often available in your deed, lease documents or tax assessment information.  

Step 7: Who will Use the Appraisal?  

Consider who will be using the appraisal when it is finished. Appraisal reports are oftentimes used for 

personal use only but, can also be used by banks, accountants, attorneys, property buyers, property sellers, 

etc.   

Step 7: Don’t Get Overwhelmed!  

The appraisal process may seem like a complicated, detailed process, but, don’t let yourself become 

overwhelmed. If you are thinking about an appraisal but are having trouble getting the material organized, can’t 

find crucial documents or maybe you didn’t realize some of the other factors that come into play, don’t worry. 

Appraisers are there to counsel and guide. Consider an appraiser that can handle all the unique aspects of your 

land, from the unseen subsurface to the tops of the trees to maximize your objectives.  
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Step 8: Next Steps  

You now have taken the time to educate yourself and gather all the documents and information you could get 

your hands on! Now that you have a fuller grasp of the land or lands it is time to make your first call or schedule 

a meeting! FORECON, Inc. appraisal department is well equipped to serve you in any capacity.   

 

Take aways:  

 Get to know the land being appraised (Location, Owner(s), Characteristics)  

 Assess the role of timber on the property  

 Assess the properties income streams  

 Land rights and restrictions  

 What is the why and who of the appraisal?  

Get to Know our Director of Appraisals:  

Charles “Chuck” Alexander | Director of Appraisal Services  

Chuck is a state certified general real estate appraiser, with current 

licenses in New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Vermont.  

With temporary licenses available in most other states.  Chuck has 

extensive experience with timber properties and natural resources, is a 

CPA, and together with his education, background and experience, he 

well qualified to appraise timberland properties throughout the Northeast 

and Lake States.    

Chuck enjoys the outdoors and is an active skier, hunter, hiker and 

fisherman.  He would welcome the opportunity to tour your ownership.  

Contact:  

FORECON, Inc. | 1890 East Main Street, Falconer, NY 14733  

(716) 664-5602 Ext. 304  

Offices in NY, PA, & WV  

"Balancing the Needs of People and the Environment Since 1954"  
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