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Catherine Smith, 74, Youngsville
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Sidewalk Survey
Summer intern will be rating sidewalks throughout Warren

By JOSH COTTON
jcotton@timesobserver.com

You don’t know what needs
fixed unless you know what you
have.
That’s the case with sidewalks

in the City of Warren as the city is
conducting an inventory of the
city’s sidewalks.
City Manager Nancy Freenock

said that a college intern has been
tasked with rating all of the side-

walks and compiling all of that da-
ta into a report.
“From that (we) will determine

how the repairs should be ad-
dressed,” Freenock said.
While sidewalks are the respon-

sibility of individual property
owners, the city won’t be sending
out mass notices to all property
owners in violation with poor
sidewalks.
Freenock said the city adminis-

tration would approach the Rede-
velopment Authority and City
Council about potentially “rein-
vigorating PrideWalk,” a program
discontinued several years ago
where the city and the resident
would split the costs of replacing
sidewalk.
But Freenock said that “de-

pends on the conditions we find.”
The survey sheet will include

the location of the sidewalk, the

length, condition (one is poor to
three which is good) and include a
variety of criteria - significant
cracks, grass growing in seams,
grass growing in cracks, missing
blocks, not concrete, uneven
blocks and severe deterioration -
that will be included in the inven-
tory.
“Not that we’re out to spend

money, he is not looking for prob-
lems but there are sidewalks that

are in dire need of repair,” she
continued. “(Sidewalks) are sup-
posed to be passable. We have a
large contingent of elderly and
disabled and that is a concern.”
Code Official Ken Hinton said

that the inventory is just the first
step.
“This is actually just a rating

system,” he said. “Then there will
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Forecon’s Shane Somerville injects insecticide into the ground amongst the roots of a eastern hemlock in
Hearts Content Recreation Area. Some of the hemlocks in that area date back 300 to 400 years.

Forest Service working to protect
‘old growth’ hemlocks from pest

By KILEY FISCHER
kfischer@timesobserver.com

In order to fight the hemlock woolly adelgid, the
U.S. Forest Service is trying to be proactive, espe-
cially when there are trees over 400 years old in-
volved.
“This area is valuable,” said Forest Silviculturist

Andrea Hille about
Hearts Content Recre-
ation Area. “This is all
old growth. Some of
these trees are 300 to
400 years old.”
Those are young

trees, Hille said, not-
ing that hemlocks can
live 800 to 900 years.
With the pest that

will kill the hemlocks
found in the area, Hille
said the Forest Service
is getting ahead of the
insect at Hearts Con-
tent by starting insecti-
cide treatment now.
Imidacloprid, a

common insecticide,
is injected into the soil

around the trees with the use of a gravity pack, said
Forecon Forest Resource Specialist Shane
Somerville. Forecon is the company handling the
treatment, Hille said, and has worked with the For-
est Service before.
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Allegheny National Forest Silviculturist Andrea Hille
shows the new growth on an eastern hemlock that the hem-
lock woolly adelgid prefers to feast on.

See SURVEY / A10

See PROTECT / A10

Roberts pleads
guilty to thefts
from Y’ville VFD

By KILEY FISCHER
kfischer@timesobserver.com

A man who was charged with stealing over
$20,000 from a volunteer fire department pleaded
guilty to five charges Thursday.
Kenneth O. Roberts, 57,

Youngsville, pleaded to two
counts of theft by unlawful tak-
ing, access device fraud, and
two counts of receiving stolen
property.
All of the charges Roberts

pleaded to are first-degree mis-
demeanors. Judge Maureen
Skerda said Roberts could face
a maximum of 25 years incar-
ceration and $50,000 in fines.
Roberts was charged in July

2015 for using Youngsville Volunteer Fire De-
partment funds to pay his cell phone bill from at

See ROBERTS / A10

Roberts

Youngsville man
enters guilty plea
to sexual assault

By JOSH COTTON
jcotton@timesobserver.com

A Youngsville man has
pleaded guilty to sexually as-
saulting a 15-year-old girl last
year.
Joseph G. Hensley, 21, en-

tered a guilty plea to a single
count of aggravated indecent
assault – complaintant less
than 16 years of age during
plea court proceedings on
Thursday before President
Judge Maureen Skerda.
First Assistant District At-

torney Caleb Gnage said that

See GUILTY / A10

City parking budget
meeting projections,
but main goal elusive

By JOSH COTTON
jcotton@timesobserver.com

The City of Warren’s parking fund budget is
on par with projections through the first quarter
of 2016, but the goal of parking paying for itself
still proves elusive.
Police Chief Raymond Zydonik said fines are

“a little bit ahead” of what was budgeted while
expenses “are on par for our first quarter. In
terms of projections for this year’s budget, we’re
right on par where we need to be.”
For the first quarter, revenues from the parking

meters exceeded budget expectations by about
six percent – a total of $25,020.61.

See PARKING / A10

Hensley

The insecticide
isn’t the long-term
goal. While the
treatment has to be
repeated about
every seven years,
Hille said there are
studies being con-
ducted to identify
other insects to eat
the adelgid with
minimal issues.
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Weather

Storms Over The Southeast

Sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy

A cold front will produce a chance of showers and thunderstorms 
over the Southeast. High pressure will bring sunshine to the Upper 
Midwest and the Northeast. Showers and thunderstorms will be 
possible from the Northwest to the northern Plains.

National forecast
Forecast highs for Friday, June 17

Fronts Pressure
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Five-Day Forecast For Warren County

Almanac Today’s Sunrise: 5:41 a.m. Sunset: 8:54 p.m.

Today
Mostly Sunny

High/Low
82/50

Chance of Precip.
0%

Saturday
Mostly Sunny

High/Low
84/55

Chance of Precip.
0%

Sunday
Mostly Sunny

High/Low
85/57

Chance of Precip.
0%

Monday
Sunny

High/Low
88/65

Chance of Precip.
0%

Tuesday
Sct’d T-Storms

High/Low
78/50

Chance of Precip.
60%

Thursday’s Kinzua Dam Report
Pool level 1,328.06 ft.
Summer pool 1,328 ft.
Maximum pool 1,365 ft.
Upstream temp 68 degrees
Downstream temp 64 degrees
Outflow 1,820 cu. ft./sec.

For new report, call 726-0164
Note: The Tailwater Access area is closed to vehi-
cles when outflow from the dam is more than

6,000 cubic feet per second.

Wednesday’s Weather
Statistics

(Provided by Warren Fire Department
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers)

Precipitation none
High 77
Low 54

Allegheny River Level
2.97 feet and falling at 8 a.m.

From Page One
Sidewalks...
be an inspection.”
Hinton said that the code

officials will be tasked with
the inspections once the in-
ventory is completed.
Freenock noted that a city

permit is required in order to
replace a sidewalk. Howev-
er, this is a permit that
comes with a benefit to the
property owner.
“If they get the permit,

we are on notice that a side-
walk is being replaced,”
Freenock said. “(We)
arrange with the contractors
to do an inspection.”

City code includes specif-
ic requirements for the side-
walks that are installed,
such as use of rebar and
depth of concrete.
Without a permit, “the

homeowner is taking a
chance that the sidewalk
might not be built to specifi-
cations,” Freenock said.
“Maybe it will last, maybe it
won’t.”
The goal is to have the in-

ventory completed by the
end of the summer,
Freenock said.

Guilty plea...
he consulted the mother of
the victim regarding the plea
and also said that the of-
fense to which he pleaded is
a Tier III offense requiring
lifetime Megan’s Law sexu-
al offender registration.
Skerda said that she was

also ordering a sexually vio-
lent predator evaluation
through the Sexual Offender
Assessment Board and ad-
vised Hensley that the maxi-
mum penalty for the count
of aggravated indecent as-
sault is 10 years incarcera-
tion and a $25,000 fine.
Hensley was charged in

December with rape
forcible compulsion, statu-
tory sexual assault: four to
eight years older, sexual as-
sault, aggravated indecent
assault – complaintant less
than 16, involuntary deviate
sexual intercourse forcible
compulsion, involuntary de-
viate sexual intercourse per-
son less than 16, indecent
assault forcible compulsion
and corruption of minors
stemming from an alleged
Aug. 8, 2015 incident.
The rest of the charges

will not be prosecuted by
the Commonwealth as part
of a negotiated plea agree-
ment. The maximum peri-
ods of incarceration for the
charges that were not prose-
cuted totaled over 90 years.
Youngsville Police Pa-

trolman Ben Leach testified

at a preliminary hearing in
December that, in an inter-
view, the victim said she
met Hensley at Cornfest on
Aug. 8 and, when her phone
died, went back to Hens-
ley’s house to use his phone.
In the interview, Leach tes-
tified, she said when they
went inside, Hensley locked
the door and forced himself
on her on a futon in the liv-
ing room.
There, Leach testified,

the victim said Hensley took
her clothes off and forced
her into sexual acts includ-
ing intercourse, despite her
objection. Before she left,
Leach testified, the victim
said in the interview Hens-
ley told her not to tell any-
one or he would “come find
her.”
Leach also interviewed

Hensley and in that inter-
view Hensley confirmed
that he was with the victim
and that they did go to his
home, but that it was to let
the dog out. Hensley also
said in the interview, Leach
testified, that he and the vic-
tim did have sex, but that it
was consensual and that he
stopped when he felt “some-
thing wasn’t right.”
Leach testified that Hens-

ley said he didn’t ask the
victim for her age because
he was taught not to ask a
woman her age “because it
was rude.”

Protect...
“It’s used in things like flea

collars,” said Hille.
Because the trees are so

large, Hille and Somerville
said the treatment can take
two to three years to reach to
top of the trees, which is part
of the reason to be proactive.
The insecticide is injected

at a rate of one ounce per inch
around the tree, about six to
12 inches from the trunk. For
a tree with a 43-inch diame-
ter, that means 43 injection
sites and 43 ounces of insecti-
cide.
Somerville said there is a

limit of 1,600 ounces of in-
secticide permitted in the area
per year, which limits the

number of trees that can be
treated.
Hille said the goal is to

treat 440 trees this year at
Hearts Content. The funding
for the project comes from
state and private branches
meant for insects, Hille said.
The insecticide isn’t the

long-term goal. While the
treatment has to be repeated
about every seven years, Hille
said there are studies being
conducted to identify other in-
sects to eat the adelgid with
minimal issues. She said there
are beetles that only eat the
adelgid. Pennsylvania’s win-
ters also help to control adel-
gid growth and population.

Parking revenue in city...
“This trend could be a sign of peo-

ple becoming more comfortable
parking on the street and using the
meters,” a report prepared for coun-
cil’s review stated.
Total parking fund revenue was

1.52 percent ahead of budget through
the first quarter.
However, in the long term, City

Council’s decision to reduce the me-
ters rate from $1 per hour to 50 cents
has a ripple effect throughout the fis-
cal position of the parking program.
“It is going to take us longer to re-

capture the initial investment,” City
Manager Nancy Freenock said.
Zydonik said the loan extends to

November 2019. At $1 per hour, the
loan would have been paid next year.
“We’re at the end of 2019 accord-

ing to the payment schedule we are
on,” he said.
Debt that the parking fund owes to

the general fund, which has been
used to subsidize parking for years,
won’t be addressed until the loan is
paid, or even longer.
“I think we’re going to wind up

subsidizing” parking expenses once
the loan is paid, Freenock said.
The criticism levied at many coun-

cil meetings is that the city’s parking
policies are thwarting downtown
business.
Freenock disagrees.
“My position is that with the de-

mise of the mall, it is the perfect time
for downtown merchants to take ad-
vantage of the economic climate,”
Freenock said. While she said the
timing for the Streetscape work on
Liberty Street is unfortunate, she
added “that’s why the project is being
done in small sections.
“It is the perfect time to drum up

business and say ‘Come back down-
town,’” she continued. I’m not sure
what else we can do. I don’t know
that there is a good solution that is
going to make everybody happy.”
The goal of the program?
“(We are) trying to get revenue to

fix the parking garage and the streets
in the downtown area,” Freenock
said.
“Eventually, we’ll get there,” Zy-

donik added.
Freenock pointed out that the

Clark Street parking garage will
be paid for in 2017.
“Parking really is an issue in

some parts of downtown and it
would be a lot worse if not me-
tered,” she said. “I don’t think
people are not used to pay(ing) for
parking.”
Zydonik said the city is not still

receiving complaints regarding
the parking program and Freenock
said that “very few people” con-
tinue to raise the issue.
“We are not receiving the let-

ters, emails and complaints like
we did when the new plan had
been launched,” Zydonik ex-
plained. “We just haven’t re-
ceived anything. People have fi-
nally accepted that this is what we
have.”
“I think the city is accommo-

dating when someone doesn’t un-
derstand,” Freenock said, as they
are willing to meet with people
“and we work it out.”

Roberts pleads guilty...
least July 2010 until February 2015,
totaling $19,176.56; submitting the
winning bid of $3,001 for a used fire
engine, submitting a receipt to the
YVFD showing that he paid and the
money was received by the YVFD
when in fact it was not; purchasing
Quickbooks Pro on Nov. 11, 2009
for $243.75 of YVFD funds and reg-
istering it to Ken Roberts Insurance;
and submitting forged treasurer’s re-
ports in October 2010 and October
2012.
At his preliminary hearing last

September, charges were added for

the purchase of airline tickets to and
from Seattle, Wash.; a satellite radio
subscription; and two separate suspi-
cious checks.
Warren County District Attor-

ney Rob Greene said he has had
“numerous” meetings with mem-
bers of the YVFD board, the fire
chief and others about Roberts’
plea.
“Thirty of (the charges) result

from using a credit card for a cell
phone,” Greene said, adding that
the charges Roberts pleaded to are
part of “five different crimes.”

The charges Roberts pleaded to
relate to not paying for the 1931
fire truck, using the YVFD credit
card for his cell phone bill, pur-
chasing airline tickets with the
YVFD credit card, purchasing two
Dell computers with YVFD checks
and writing a check to his own in-
surance business with YVFD
checks.
Restitution is valued at

$23,971.74 and Roberts’ attor-
ney, Elizabeth Feronti, said all but
the $3,001 for the fire truck has
been paid.

Sandusky granted new hearings
in appeal of sex abuse conviction
HARRISBURG, Pa.

(AP) — A judge on Thurs-
day ordered hearings to let
former Penn State assistant
football coach Jerry San-
dusky develop more infor-
mation as he tries to over-
turn his child molestation
conviction.
Judge John Cleland said

the three days of proceed-
ings in August will ad-
dress, in part, whether de-
fense lawyers should have
called Sandusky to testify
and whether prosecutors
improperly leaked informa-
tion about the grand jury
investigation.
The hearing also will

delve into whether prose-
cutor Joe McGettigan lied
during closing arguments
at Sandusky’s 2012 trial
when he said he did not
know the identity of a fig-
ure referred to as Victim 2.
“The question is what

Mr. McGettigan believed
to be true when he made
the statement to the jury,”
Cleland said.
Sandusky, 72, is serving

a 30- to 60-year sentence
for 45 counts of child sexu-
al abuse covering 10 vic-
tims.
Eight young men testi-

fied they had suffered
abuse at Sandusky’s hands.
The two others were Vic-
tim 2, who assistant coach
Mike McQueary testified
he saw being abused by
Sandusky in team shower
in 2001, and a boy who
was reportedly seen by a
custodian with Sandusky in
the locker room.
Also at issue on appeal

are decisions by San-
dusky’s lawyers to let
him do an television in-
terview with NBC’s Bob
Costas soon after his ar-
rest, to waive his prelim-
inary hearing and to not
use grand jury testimony
by three Penn State ad-
ministrators.
A spokesman for the

attorney general’s office
said prosecutors feel
strongly that Sandusky’s
appeal is meritless and
they plan to challenge

the claims vigorously. A
message seeking comment
from Sandusky’s appellate
lawyer, Al Lindsay, was
not immediately returned.
Cumberland County

prosecutor Dave Freed,
speaking for the state dis-
trict attorneys’ association,
said complicated cases
sometimes generate multi-
day post-conviction ap-
peals hearings.
“This order seems to me

very much in keeping with
the way Judge Cleland
conducts business, which
is he lays out very clearly

what he expects, how he
expects the hearing to go,
allows sufficient time for it
and allows the parties to
prepare so he can use court
time efficiently,” Freed
said.
Sandusky previously

lost direct appeals to the
state’s Supreme and Supe-
rior courts. He is now pur-
suing claims under the
state’s Post-Conviction
Relief Act, which is con-
fined to newly discovered
evidence, constitutional vi-
olations and ineffective
lawyering.


